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Ranunculaceae from Yunnan 
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Abstract: A species of the genus Delphinium (Ranunculaceae) , D. brachyurum, is described as new from Yunnan 


Province. The diagnostic differences between it and the other species, with which it belongs to the same subsection, 


are given. 
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Delphinium brachyurum W. T. Wang, sp. nov. 
Fig. 1. 
(Sect. Elatopsis Huth subsect. Brevicalcarata Huth) 
Species nova ad sect. Elatopsem Huth subsect. 
Brevicalcaratam Huth pertinet, ab omnibus specie- 
bus sinensibus subsectionis radice elongata apice 
scapum singulum edenti, foliis basalibus trisectis 
segmentis disseetis, petalis dorsiventraliter compres- 
sis longitudinaliter trinervibus praeclare differt. 
Perennial herb. Root elongate, subterete, ca. 
26 cm long, near apex 9 mm below 5 mm across, 
from apex putting forth 5 basal leaves and 1 scape. 
Basal leaves long petiolate, glabrous; blades coria- 
ceous, reniform, 2.5-3 cm long, 4.5-5.5 cm 
broad, at base cordate, 3-sect (sometimes 2-sect) , 


central segment broadly rhombic, ca. 1. 8 cm broad, 
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3-fid, secondary lobes 1-2 times 2—3-fid, ultimate 
lobes narrowly ovate or linear, lateral segments lar- 
ger, obliquely flabellate, unequally 2-parted and 
dissected, ultimate lobes linear-lanceolate or linear; 
petioles 8-9. 5 cm long. Scape robust, ca. 1 cm long, 
5 mm across, glabrous; receme ca. 15 cm long, gla- 
brous, 6-flowered; rachis glabrous; lower 2 bracts 
leaf-like, at base shortly vaginate, the other upper 
bracts broadly ovate or linear, 0.8-1.4 cm long; 
pedicels 2 - 8.5 cm long, glabrous, near apex 2- 
bracteolate ; bracteoles narrowly ovate or lanceolate , 
1-1.4 em long, 3-4. 5 mm broad, on both surfaces 
glabrous, margins ciliolate. Sepals 5, blue, adaxial- 
ly sparsely, abaxially densely puberulous; upper sep- 
al galeate-navicular, ca. 2.6 cm long, 1. 8 cm broad, 


spur tail-like, ca. 6 mm long; lateral sepals oblong- 
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obovate, ca. 2.2 cm long, 1 cm broad; lower sepals 
navicular, ca. 2.2 cm long, 1 cm broad. Petals 2, 
sessile, glabrous, dorsiventrally compressed, subob- 


long, ca. 1.8 cm long, 4mm broad, with 3 longitu- 
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dinal nerves, apex 2-lobulate; spur subulate, ca. 
1.8 cm long, below strongly reflexed. Staminodes 2; 
limbs brown, ovate, ca. 1.2 cm long, 6 mm broad, 


2-fid, with longitudinal dark-brown nerves, above base 





Fig. 1 Delphinium brachyurum A. habit; B. petal (ventral view) ; C. staminode; D. two stamens; 


E. gynoecium, consisting of three carpels. (from holotype ) 
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densely yellow-barbate, margins ciliolate; claws ca. 
8 mm long, glabrous. Stamens numerous; filaments 
ca. 9 mm long, above the middle filiform, below the 
middle winged and sparsely ciliolate; anthers nar- 
rowly triangular-oblong, ca. 2 mm long. Carpels 3; 
ovaries narrowly ovoid or narrowly oblong, ca. 8 mm 
long, 1.6-3 mm broad, puberulous; styles ca. 2 mm 
long, glabrous. 

Yunnan Province: Lijiang Shi, Xiang Shan, 
alt. 3 400-3 600 m, on grassy slope near rivulet, fls. 
blue , 1992-10-01, C. J. Chen 92503. (holotype, PE) 

In having racemose inflorescence, short sepal 
spur and brown staminodes, this species should be- 
long to sect. Elatopsis Huth subsect. Brevicalcarata 
Huth, and from the other chinese species of this 


subsection it differs in its elongate root, which from 


the apex puts forth ca. 5 3-sect basal leaves with dis- 
sected segments and 1 scape, and dorsiventrally 
compressed, trineved petals . In the other chinese 
species of subsect. Brevicalcarata, the roots are not 
elongate, and from the apex put forth 3-parted not 
dissected leaves and foliate flowering stems, and the 
petals are bilaterally compressed and nerveless 


(Wang, 1979). 
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